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Russia" Faces Evils of Drug Habit and Illicit

Traffic in Whisky Following Prohibition Order;
Passion for Gambling Seizes Its Peasant Class

nereasine Mortality. Due to Alcoholism. Comes as Months Roll by After Czar Issued Vodka Ukase Tens i

of Thousands of Unlawful Distilleries Complicate "Dry" Conditions King George V. Owns

Lochnager Distilleries in Scotland. Acquired by Queen Victoria.

According to the articles now ap-- i months' drunkenness was really "not
pearlng in Russian newspapers, as
quoted by the Literary Digest. Rus-
sia is now facing many serious diff-
iculties in connection with .the recent
vrohibition propaganda established
purely as a war measure.

According to the Literary Digest.
the wave of temperance which swept
Russia at the beginning of the war.
after the Czar's ukase forbidding the
tale of spirituous liquors, is rapidly
receding.

This same Journal says that the
Russian newspapers are authority fo'
the statement that the people are
rapidly becoming addicted to poison-
ous substitutes for the prohibited
vodka and that the secret manufac-
ture and sale of these substitutes are
assuming considerable proportions
throughout the empire and that the
cases of poisoning caused by these
drinks are a daily occurrence.

Continuing the Digest states that
writing in the Russki Vratch (Petro-grau- ).

Dr Novoselski gives interest-
ing figures showing the growth of
mortality due to alcoholism in Petro-jjra- d

According to his ollicial data.
Ihere were twenty-si- r cases of death
from delirium tremens in the period
from August IT to September 13. 1914,
thirty-thre- e cases from September 14
to October 11. thirty-fou- r from Oc-

tober 12 to November S, forty-thre- e

from .November 9 to December 6;
fifty-thre- e from December 7 to Jan-
uary 3. 1915. fifty-eig- ht from January
4 to January 31. and sixty-si- x from
February 1 to February IS.

Mortnllty ttIUi Prohibition.
Commenting upon these figures Dr.

Novoselski writes:
"Before prohibition the mortality

figures varied and changed without
definite regularity, after prohibition
they show a regular and constant in
crease The prohibition
vere becoming stricter and stricter;
at first the sale of vodka was forbid-
den everywhere but at the first-cla- ss

restaurants, then the prohibition was
extended also to those restaurants,
but with the permission to tell beer
and wine and lastly there followed a
general and complete inhibition of the
free trallic in any and all alcoholic
drirks in general And the mortality
from alcoholism Increased as those
measures progressed.

"The constant rise of the mortality
figures which bears testimony to the
growing number of consumers of dif-
ferent substitutes for vodka, shows
that tbe-- e are used not only by con-
firmed drunkards, but generally by
hose rlassos who before the prohihl-lo- n

law u.sed to drink moderately
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'The sin, of .sohrletv has set before

noticeable. In the villages the fact
that the law came Into force at the
busy season contributed largely to-

ward abstinence from drink. In the
cities isolated cases of the use of poi-

sonous Imitations of alcoholic bever-
ages ended so deplorably that there
was a fair prospect of getting rid of
incurable drunkards. But here the
field-wor- k came to an end. the or-

ganism had partly adapted Itself to
the harmful Invtatlons, partly adapt-
ed them to and life entered
upon Its normal course. The village
oik had hardly time to wear out the

boots in which they marched after
the codin of 'the monopoly' when tens
of thousands of illicit liquor-distillerie- s,

factories of all kinds of
drinks, came Into existence It must
be said that the fight against the
producers of such drinks is being
waged energetically. Since the is-

suance of the circular offering a re-

ward for the discovery of secret trar-fl- c

in liquor the excise officials and
rural authorities have vigorously pros-
ecuted the task. According to official
ata. for the latter part of 1914 there

were discovered in Vllna government
lone fifty-eig- ht illicit liquor distil-

leries, while for the preceding year
there had been discovered fourteen
such places. But in the place of those
suppressed new ones spring Into ex-

istence, and, besides, the manufacture
of alcoholic beverages Is being prac-
ticed in private dwellings.

linn Nejjattve Rrsnlts.
"It is now ten months since

the sale of liquor was discontinued.
After such a considerable time

the stoppage of the traffic In liquor
takes on a permanent character, and
a return to the former order becomes
less and less possible. However, it
would be naive nd ruinous to regard
the work of reform as completed. On
the contrary. this task Is now all
ahead, there Is much of it. and the
work is urgent The stoppage of the

measures gae of Iiquor has undoubtedly made
a revolution in the psychology or tne
masses Vodka played a great part
in our peasant life, and its disappear-
ance creates a greater or less va-

cancy which in some way or other
must filled. It is therefore
not surprising that the further It Is
from the beginning of the war the
more often there appear reports about
secret liquor distilleries, the spread of
various imitations, dangerous not only
for health, but for life itself. There
also come reports that the village folk

becoming addicted to gambling,
and that a passion for it Is seizing
the whole mass of peasantry. In short,
everything points to the fact that the
sobering of the people can not be ac-

complished by the simple discontin-
uance of the traffic in liquor. It is nec-
essary to employ their leisure In some
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I.lquor or Poisonous Imitation.
The Novoye Vremya (Petrograd).

which also Is a strong supporter of
prohiibtion. remarks:

"It must be admitted mat me greai
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R. E. SMITH
340 6th Street S. E.

possibilities,

Family
Wines, Liquors and Beer

Mineral Waters

Ask For

340"
WHISKEY AND GIN
We also carry full line groceries and fresh meats.

nm,
P. F. NELIGAN

Imported and Domestic

WINES, WHISKIES,
BEER, GINGER ALE

and

MINERAL WATERS

. Established 22 Years
1908 14th Street N. W.

Washington D. C.
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try far f.-o- prenared to renlace the
drunken haze by sober pastime. The
door of the wine shops In which thej
people got a strong narcotic means ot(

from the eternally "mis-- 1
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but only now has the question

to fill the spare time thus
gained. jfpw the surest means
or keeping the people from drunken
orgies is the war and the overwhelm-
ing Interest manifested toward It even
in the most obscure corners of Rus
sia. But the war will end, and at that,
happy moment when the allies will
find It Impossible to conclude peace,
the acute question will arise. Will the ,

people wish to express their Joy In a
sober manner, or will they drown It
In the poisonous Imitations of the
government liquor? That Is to Russia
a question of supreme Importance. Just
a bare prohibition of vodka after the
war would be nly an Injunction wht:h
could be circumvented. It Is necessary
to divert the population from vodka,
to cultivate a taste for a different em-
ployment of their leisure."

Klnc Grorse V la Distiller.
King Ccorge. of England, has quali-

fied as a first-cla- ss prohibitionist. He
believes in others not drinking, nut
Is not averse to receiving financial
support from the liquor Interests.

King George, as every three-ye- ar

old child knows. Is at war with his
kinsman by marriage. Kaiser Wil-hel-

The Kaiser is very partial to
Scotch whisky kept a cellar full of
It until the war broke out. His Im-
perial Majesty, sad to say, cannot get
any more "Scotch." for King George
won't let him have it.

Therefore. Is not the King of Eng-
land a first-cla- ss prohibitionist In his

(F

attitude toward the Kaiser? For more
details, read the following from the
Wilmington (Del.) Star:

London. July 10 (By Mall Xo New
York) King Xoree. England's

monarch, is a distillery own-
er.

Added admiration for the King's re
cent piedge of teetotallsm has devel-
oped with knowledge that the Klne
derives a considerable portion of hU
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from the Lochnager whisk
on his Balincral eutc '

Scotland. These distilleries, lo-- nt

about two mile from Balmoral ca?
not only supply the roal cellars 1

cater o those "i the Czar. Kin? .
fonso. and King Haakon. The rem?
der of the Is placed on the k
era! and finds its way it

clubs where the
brand Is famous.

M. M. Hawkins
Wholesale Dealer and Importer

Vines, Whiskies
and Beer

Ginger Ale and Mineral Water

Fancy

Family Trade Solicited

1240 22nd St. N. W.

W. 761

I THE KlN?w Tftnf T WATERS 1

SOLD BY

G. G. CORNWELL & SON
INCORPORATE- D-

FANCY GROCERIES IMDADTTDC WINES

MINERAL WATERS IIUTVIULIVl)

Groceries

Telephone

AND

CIGARS aadCIGAREIIES

RETAIL AND WHOLESALE
WASHINGTON,

LIQUORS

STIMULATING
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Port Wine of absolute purity is recommended by phy-

sicians as a tonic for weak and run-dow- n people

I-ron-de-

-quoit

Port Wine
has been noted for richness and purity for eighty
years, and made from Oporto grapes, which we
grow exclusively. No foreign vintage equals in
mellowness, body and flavor. Aged for seven
years before bottling. your druggist cannot
supply you, we will. Write for our free booklet
"Products of the Vine."
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IRONDEQUOIT WINE CO.'

ROCHESTER, N. Y.
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WM. D. BARRY
Highest Grades of

Family Vines and Liquors

BUDWEISER AND SCHLITZ BEERS
ON DRAUGHT

210

: '

MT. PLEASANT CLUB
Vatted and Blended Whiskey

TELEPHONE NORTH 757

$""'

BUFFET REAR

2008 14th Street N.W.
WASHINGTON, D. C.

A. E. Beitzell
Jobber and Importer

Distributer for

Gallagher and Burton's
CELEBRATED

Black Label Whiskey
BAIRD DANIELS CO'S

OXFORD CLUB
DRY, SLOE AND HOLLAND GINS

Geo. A. Dickie & Company's
Cascade Whiskey

AND

Evans' Ales and Stouts
10th St N. W. Telephone Main 751-- 2.

i

WASHINGTON D. C.

PHONE NORTH 753

IN

Xander & Plugge
Importers, Rectifiers

:::And Dealers In:::

WINES, LIQUORS, Etc.

High Grade Sherries,

Rhine and Clarets

1317 Seventh Street Northwest,
Washington, D. C.
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